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“Jim Broderick’s The History of Psychology through Symbols is a radically
original and deeply thoughtful way of creatively reimagining a story that we
tend to see as humdrum and all-too familiar.”

 - Christine Downing, author of Mythopoetic Musings.

“As a teacher of the history of psychology, I wanted a textbook that offers a rich
description of psychological history but is also inspirational and
engaging...showing us (clinicians, educators, depth practitioners) opportunities
to move into a shared, creative future.” 

 - Peter Dunlap, PhD, Co-Chair Clinical Psychology Program, Pacifica Graduate
Institute, Carpinteria, CA. 

“Dr. Broderick invites the reader to explore the power of symbol from the
earliest religions to modern psychology. It is with great pleasure that I
recommend this book to all who share the enchantment of the symbol-
producing brain.”

 - John C. Robinson, PhD, DMin, author of Death of a Hero, Birth of the Soul; What
Aging Men Want: The Odyssey as a Parable of Male Aging; Bedtime Stories for
Elders: What Fairy Tales Can Teach Us About the New Aging.
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These books are ideal for those seeking a dynamic and engaging way of learning
about or teaching the history of psychology and would also be of interest to
students, practitioners, and scholars of science, philosophy, history and systems,
religious studies, art, and mental health and drug and alcohol treatment, as well as
those interested in applying the lessons of history to daily life.

Volume 1: Historic Roots
Volume One provides a groundbreaking approach by expanding the roots of
psychology beyond the Greeks to concurrent events during the same period (800
BCE-200 BCE) defined as the Axial Age. The Axial Age emphasized seeking the
universal connection that unites all humanity, a focus not on what one believed, but
how one lived. This includes the human desire to connect to something greater, the
totality of being human, explained by using symbol, the universal language.

Volume 2: Modern Development
Volume Two continues using symbol to deepen the understanding of psychological
history as well as the importance of how one lives, an emphasis on engagement
with symbols and with specific exercises, called emancipatory opportunities, to
apply the lessons of psychological history to daily life.
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